Furbish’s Lousewort (Pedicularis furbishiae)
Status, Criteria, Status History, and Reason for Designation

COMMITTEE ON THE STATUS OF SPECIES AT RISK (COSSAR) IN NEW
BRUNSWICK - January 2023

Scientific name: Pedicularis furbishiae Mi’kmaq name: Not available at this time
English name: Furbish’s Lousewort Wolastogey name: Not available at this time

French name: Pédiculaire de Furbish Peskotomuhkati name: Not available at this time

Range: Wolastoq (Saint John River) in northern Maine and northern New Brunswick. In New

Brunswick, only between Grand Falls and Perth-Andover.
Status: Endangered
Final Criteria: A2a, B1 & B2a, b (ii, iii, iv, v), C2a(i), D1 *

Status History: Designated Endangered in New Brunswick in 1982; re-examined and
confirmed in October 1991 by the NB Endangered Species Committee. Designated
Endangered in Canada by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
(COSEWIC) in April 1980; status re-examined and confirmed in April 1998, May 2000 and May
2011. Has not been previously assessed by COSSAR.

Reason for Designation: This unique species, which is very distinct from other louseworts in
eastern North America, is globally restricted to the Wolastoq River. It is in severe decline in New
Brunswick because its river shore habitats are being lost to increasingly frequent and severe
flooding events associated with climate change. Numbers have been reduced by more than
70% since 2002, and three of five former subpopulations have disappeared or are down to a

few individuals.
Criterion A: Meets Endangered A2a due to a > 70% decline based on direct observation.

Criterion B: Meets Endangered B1& B2 a) b) ii, iii, iv, v, as Extent of Occurrence (EOQO) and
Index of Area of Occupancy (IAO) are below thresholds, it occurs at < 5 locations, and there are
observed and projected continuing declines in (ii) IAO, (iii) area, extent, and quality of habitat,

(iv) number of locations and/or subpopulations, and (v) number of mature individuals.

*As per the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) quantitative criteria and
guidelines:
Cosewic / Cosepac - Quantitative criteria and guidelines for the status assessment of wildlife species
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Criterion C: Meets Endangered C2a(i), as total number of mature individuals is < 2,500, there
is an observed and projected continuing decline in mature individuals, and no subpopulation
contains > 250 mature individuals.

Criterion D: Meets Endangered D1, as the population is estimated to have fewer than 250
mature individuals.

Criterion E: Not applicable. Quantitative analyses not attempted.

*As per the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) quantitative criteria and
guidelines:

Cosewic / Cosepac - Quantitative criteria and guidelines for the status assessment of wildlife species
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